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NASA REVIEW COMPLETED Copy oL %
9 July 1963
MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Assistant Director, OSA
SUBJECT : Photo Reconnalssance by Manned
Orbital Flight
REFERENCE : dated 4 June 1963 25X1

1. As a result of the discussions with Dr. Fubini and
Dr. Scamans at NASA on 3 July 1953, T have begun to suspect that
photo reconnaissance of the carth by manned orbital flight may well
be severely limited insofar as any significant contributions tc intel-
ligence are concerned. As is noted in the referenced memo, the
unmanned systems presently under development scem to offer more
sophistication than thosce prescently envisioned for the manned vehicles,
which is not inconsistent witn automation trends in most other ficlds.

2. Dr. Fubini expressed reservations similar to those cited
in the referenced memorandum and questioned whether the benefits
to be derived would be commensurate with the cost of the program.

3. In view of the forcpoing, it 1s my personal opinion that
there should be a carcful technical assessment of this proposal, by
iully cleared and fully qualificd personnel, prior to the committment
of funds which might better be applied to the refinement and improve-
ment of current unmanncd systems and systems now under develop- 25X1
ment for future use.
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